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reluctant approval; and both he and Mr. Runcinian set to work
to convert their extremists. Here their greatest troubles began.
The Nonconformists were sore at the dwindling of their high
hopes, and on November 4th the Standing Committee of the
National Society gave the Archbishop a foretaste of the opposi-
tion he was to encounter among his supporters. Lord Stanmore,
who was present at the meeting, sent Halifax an amusing ac-
count of it.

Pw. Caatuar was seated in the chair, flanked by the Bishop of
Southwark, and faced at die other end of the table by the Bishop
of St. Asaph. No other Bishops were present, except my Lord of
Bangor who before long sauntered out of the room. At a later
period B. of Peterborough sauntered into it, and after a brief
stay again departed.

The Archbishop made a 'long and clever speech/ He asked
the Committee to approve the basis of the Government's pro-
posals, as affording 'the best offer we should ever get/ After he
had sat down there was a long silence, broken by Lord Hugh
Cecil. The Archbishop was sharply heckled. Mr. John Talbot
wondered whether the resolution he had proposed might be
interpreted as a vote of censure. (*Oh, don't mind me!* inter-
jected the Archbishop.) The Bishop of Southwark 'patted the
Archbishop on the back,* and 'Sir F. Powell assured us that Mr.
Kunciman had a heart and that we might safely trust to Mr.
Runciman's heart.9 In the end the Committee adjourned for a
week.21

I nearly strangle with rage every time I think, of the Archbishops
and the Bishops generally [wrote Halifax on November 7th]. Oh
the traitors! Some few remarry but for the rest I should like to put
them all into a bag and make a parcel of them to Dr. Clifford to
clean his boots and brush his clothes.22

Once more he mobilised his friends and talked of passive
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